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Divine Love. 


OP" * 1 Corlnrt He, 16. 23. 
If any man love not the Lord Ieſws Chrift, let him | 
| be accurſed; yea let him be had in execration 
even tothe death, or let him be Anathema Ma- 
ranatha. 


dependance on the words before 
{& going, which are theſe ; The [a- 
lutation of me Paul by mine owne 
hand : and the realon why he 
PREY thus writes is, becaule there were 
\many falſe Apoſtles, and counterfcit Epiſtles 
+ « | went abroadin the world, if not under his)name; | | 
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| but hereby (faith he) you ſhall know me from 
them all, even by this my falutation, and ſub. 
ſcription, as by mine ewne hand ; for in all 
Epiſtles ſo I write, The grace of owr Lord Teſws 
Clrif be with you all, Amen. 

Wherefore to conſiderthem in themlelves, Se 
| Paul hating thoſe (as we uſe to doe) who ſpeake 

cvill of them we love, doth, here pronounce a 

| curſe againſt them that love hot the Lord leſms 
Chriſt ; and the reaſonrwhy he doth ſo, is, becauſe 
he cannot endure toheare him cvNl ſpokengt by 
any blaſphemous tongue. ” 

So that this then isthe ſcope and drift of the A- 
poftle in this place, namely, to commiend Love | 
unto us, and above all other, the love afthe Lord | 
leſus Chriſt ,and to exhort us by all meanes there. | 
| unto ; inwhich exhortation, let me deſire youto | 
obſcrye with metheſe two reaſons why we 
thus love him. 


firſt Neceſlity of it}, he | 
| \ IS aken \ w aceurſed that 
| Whereof? from} loves him not. 


the the ) Equity , or object 
ſecond ( 


of his love, the 


15 taken Lord leſus C briſt. 


If any man love net the Lord. Teſws Chriſt, tet 


him be ec. 
There isnot much difficulty in the words, yet 


famethereis ; for clearing whereof, I will ſhew | 


you 


: 


' 


te 


(i 
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you whar is meant; by theſe two. termes, LLHa«-, 
theme, Maranatha, and io proccede : forthe firſt 
( Anathema) 1t15a Greeke word, and it is as much 
as elevari, &+ ſuſpends, to belift up, or be hanged, 
and ir ſignifies accurſed,by, way of alluſion.to that 
opprobrious and curlcd kinde of death, which 
was inflicted upon notorious and hainous Male- 
factors, whafor their offence were hanged up up- 
on a tree, gibbet, or any ſuch engine, according as 
it is ſaid, curſed i every one that hangeth * 5c, 
which place is againe alledged by this our Apo- | 
ſtle S*, Paul, ro prove that Shril hath redeemed 
us from the curle of the Law, being made a curſe 
for us, for it is written, curſed « * s 23 

Secondly, forthe word (Maranaths) it is an 
Aſſyrian word taken from an Hebrew roet, which 
ienifiesexecration or curling, (and therefore I ; 
{© it inthe reading of it unto you) now 
inthat the Apoſtle uſeth two words of diverſe 
. es, for the fuller expreſſion of this his ſo | 
fearcfull a maledictien and curſe, as if one word 
were not h, or that out of his zealous affe- 
Qion he could not ſo content himſclfe with it, 
we may note that by how much the more the 
curſe is greater, by ſo much the more grievous is 
the duty omitted, from which premiſſes we may | 


make this concluſion, or draw this point of Do- 
\Qrine, vis. 

That hes worthy to be curſt , ( yea to bee curſt 
#th all execration ) that lwues not the Lord Teſus 


For | 


Dene. 21, 24. 


Gal, 3. 13, 
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| _ Forthe further unfolding and'opening where- 
of, confider with me theſe three things foltow- 
nga to wiry 
4ſt, what Loye is 1n general], | | 
| Secondly what love to rhe Lord 7eſis Chriſt is.” 


accurſedthat laves him'not : of cach of theſe in 
their order; and firſt of the firſt. Whar Love is 
| i# gentyall; and for. that take this bricfe defcrip-' 
| tzon of it, wiz. * 
| "Loveisaninclioation of the will, whereby it 
| inclines to ſome goad thing agteableto it {clte, 
Firſt, (1 fay) its an inclination of the will}, 
where we may take notice of two things, botlof 
| the ſubje& ot feate, which is nor any inferipr 
| part or faculty of the ſoule, buf the will, one gf 
|che” moſt ſipreme' and porenteſt of all rhig re.) 
| Arid\vhatis thenature and property, tA Fualny 
| and Eotiditiarrof it © it is* elitlra; non” roatta, not 
| forced, but free; inclined, not conſtrained Ges: ! 
 bimras (as, fay 'the' Phylofophers) of Its, rhe | 
| will is of amaſfabfohuite and'fice power, {o that 
| thqugh'a mati'may be compelled ro doe ſorn. 
; thing agaih(t his likine, yer he' can never be for- 
cedto/doe any thing, apainſt his will, at leſt his 
| will earttforbe forged; thi Iike' a'Qnethe in ber! 
| THhrowhe i$4lwayes fret. | 
Secondly, I fay its an inclination of the will un- | 
tO g00G;art Verum,ant apparens either for that it , 
| 1SToindeede; or atTeaſt (for the preſent) appear 


: 
: 


and, ſeemes ſo to be unto it, according to'r}, 


Y 


Thirdly, fome reafons why he is worthy ro be] | 


&w | 


)| 
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| mine ad te, & inquietum eft cor noſtrum donec re- 
_ inte, Thou haſt made us © Lord, and our 
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' trite and true axiome of the Schooles too, bond 


| eff objettum volmmtatis, the Adequate object of the | 
will is onely good, yer not every good neither, | 
but bonum ſibs comveniens, ſuch a good as is agree. 
able to it ſelfe, that onely is the object of love. 
Now by this you conceive the ſecond thing, | 
\ what love ro the Lord Ieſws Chrift is : and it is! 
[nothing clſe bur an intenſive bending ofthe mind | 
unto Chriſt, asthe moſt neceſſary and ſuirableſt 
'thing for it that may be, the Summun bonum, the 
chieteſt good of all that it can delire, ſo that ir | 
| defires and loves nthing like him. 
| Now the properties whereby we ſhall know, 
| whether oux love to the Lord Teſws Chriſt be ſuch 
or not, axe eſpecially theſe three. 
| Firſt, it alwayes deſires to have the thing it 
| loves, cannot be contented with any thing elſe 
| buthim, as being the proper Center otthe foule, | 
| which is neverat quiet ſo long as it is out of his | 
place; agreeabletotharofa Father, Feceſti nos Do- 


——— 


—— - 


eart is never at reſt till it reſt in thee, it 15 his frui- 
tion that givevit ſatisfaction : againe, as it defires 
the truition of him, fo ird*fires as much, 
Secondly, the conjunfionand union with him, 
to be one with him and he with us; and therefore 
ic hates whatſoever may hinder it, and fſeckes 
whatſoever may helpc ir therein: and b-ing thus 
once conjoyned, and enjoying ir, it finally | 
Thirdly, ſeekes and endeavoursthe a" | 
B ard | 
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and preſervation of the thing it loves, as iton the | 


| other ſide ſhunnes and avoids ought that might 


endanger the deſtrudtion thereof z and it norwith» | 
ſtanding it meete with it, interpoſeth ir ſelfe be. | 
twixt it and that to defend it, as the arme wards 
the blow from the hrad.albcitit be to the wound. | 
| ing ofitſclte, | 
And when theſe three concurre together, | 
when our love hath theſerhree concommairants, | 
and is attended with thele fruits and cffecs, as | 
| you heard betore, rhat it thus defires 


fruition 
che conjunRion þ of Chriſt, 


prelc rvatiion 


Then may we diſtinguiſh it from all ſenſuall 
| and carnall jove ; for there be many ſorts of love 
| in the world, burit is all but worldly love, not 
 ſpirituell and Heavenly love. | 
Firſt, ther's a love of pirty, as when we be. 
waile a mans caſe, but hate his deeds, ſo are Ma- | 
letactors beloved. | 


Secondly, ther's a love of deſire, as when the | 


ſtomacke deſires ſweere meates, the care delight- 
ſome ſounds, and the eye fine ſights, &c. 

Thirdly, ther's a love of complu{ment, when | 
one luſts or longs afrer a thing with the whole 
heart or ſoule, ſoas he cannot ſubſiſt withour it ; | 
| as a woman with child Juſteth and longerh after a 
| thing ſhe hath aminde to, which ſhe cannor tafe.. | 
ly ece without, | 

Fourthly | 


—— 
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_  Fowrth / 
one man 


then his life, and 


ther's a 


__—————— 


come 


| ſclfe 


Orto be more bricfe 


things belonging to body or ſoule. 


naturall 
{intull 


2 ſpiritual 


B 2 


. 


CLove. 


The firſt, is betwixt parents and children, and in 
it ſelfeis neicher good nor evill. 
The ſecond, ariſeth from evill habits bred in | 
the ſoule, and it is moſt hatefull tro God, and | 
makes us worle then the brute beaſts. | 
The third, is that divine gift and grace of God | 
which the Holy Ghoſt purs into our hearts, 
whereby we are more then men, and deſire Holy 
things for themſelves; and this is that love 
which the Apoſtle here calls for in this place. 
' Nowifour love to the Lord Teſws Chriſt be | 
| ſuch, we ſhall further know it by theſe two things 
which alwayes proceede and goe before it, as the 
former followed after it. viz. humiliation for 
finne paſt , and faith in Chriſt for the time to 


» ther's a love of friendſhip, when 
oves another for ſome courtclic or 
kindeneſlc be hath reccived from him. 

Fittly and Jaſtly, ther's a love of dependance, 
when a man lo7cs God more then himſclfe, more 
depends upon him for all 


good | 


Firſt buwiliation for Gnne paſt ; for till a 
man come to have a fight and ſenſe of him- 
by reaſon of his finnes, he will never 


Care 


| 


Den. 21, 23. 


| 


Gal. 3. 13. 


— 
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| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| we be firſt humbled (as was before ſaid): for our 


care for Chriſt ; and when he bath beene thus 
caſt downe, yet 

Secondly, without faith in Chriſt, whereby 
he applics himto himſelfe, and is perſwaded that 
he is reconciled unto him, he will not yet love 
him, but rather hate him of the rwaine. 

Now the manner or meanes of getting of both 
theſe, and ſo conſequently of love into our hearts, 
is by the preaching of the word of God, by pray- 
er, andtaking him when he is offered and given 
unto vs inthe ſame forthat end. 

But row we muſt take Chriſt as an husband } 
takes a wife, or a wife an husband, out of love to 
their perſons, not to their portions, and then ſhall 
we be the hetter ſubje& unto him ; but except 


ſinnes, and conſider in what ncede thou ſtandeſt 
of him, how that without him thou muſt periſh; 
till then (I ſay) thoucanſt not ſufficiently ſet by 
him, nor love him aright : but when thou know. | 
eſt how neceſlary he is for thee, how alſufficient, | 
and affeQionate he is towards thee, then thou be- | 
yam to looke at Chriſt as a condemned perſon 
oth at him that brings a pardon for him :vhom he 
loves and longs after, joyes and rejoyceth in, | 
And yet all this is þuta preparativeto our love | 
of him; itis faith, thatis the firſt fountaine, wheve- ) 
by weſo love him, as that we can cleave unto | 
him, with purpoſe of heart to ſerve and pleaſe | 
him in all things, and this love which thus ari- | 
ſeth from faith, doth not onely beleeve that 
Chriſt 


— — 
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Chriſt is- mercitull, and will forgive thee thy 
ſinnes upon thy ſupplication and repenitarce unto 
him for the ſame, bot alſo that he is moſt fit and 
c nformable for thee, ſo that thou couldſt tinde 


to be divorced from all things itt the world for 
loveof him : And ſo much for the ſecond thing 
alſo, I comenow tothe laſt; to wit, 

Thirdly, tothe reaſons, why he #& worthy 10 
be had in execration, and to be curſed even to-the 
death that loves not the Lord leſs Chriff? and they 
are chiefly thete tive, 

Firſt, becauſe when Chriſt ſhall come and be a 
Sutor unto us to love him, and we refufe to doc it, 
and to berecorciicd unto him and receive him, 


in thy heart to be anathematized tor his ſake, and | 


| 
| 


then he growes afigrytothe death ; you may ſee 
this in the Parable ofthe Marriage of the Kings 
ſonne, how wroth he was when he heard they 
had abuſed and beaten his ſervants which he ſent 


apgry, * and ſoc. that 1s, as if he ſhould fay, | 


| 
| 
| 


- 


when he coffers himſclic to kiſſe you: with the kil- | 
(es of hismouth, be not too coy and curious, but | 
imbrace his offer, returne his curtefie with the like | 
kindnefle, and kifle him againe, leſt he take it in 
great indignation at your hands; and be fo angry 
with you, that you die for it; 

Indeede when we knew not the Goſpe!l, he 
was content, though we were froward ahd fruit. 
lee; but now that he ſends his Deſciples #9 
B 3 preach | 


Reaſ. 


tocallthem to the * wedding : and therefore the | Mar, 22.1. 2, 
Prophet David bidsus kiſſe the Sonne leſt he bee | p(u1 x. wy, 
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Matth. 22. 37. 
ObjcR. 


Sol. 


Numb. $. 15, 


*þu. 


Y _ 


preach avte «ll Natzons, xhgn if they bring 


Ce 


not 
forth /rw/ts worthy amendment of life, he tells 
them, theaxe & laid wnio the roots, orc. 

Sccondly, becauſe he that in old time brake the 
law, w8s -accurſed; now this was. the Lords 
Commandenment, ihat we love bir. | 

But you will ſay, we are not ablc to fulfill che 
law of our ſclves ; and how then ſhall we doc | 
Ke 

Lanſwer, ther's atwo- F Legal, and 7 

fold obedience, LEvangelicall, $that re- 
quires exaQ obedience in our owne perſons; bur 
this requires no more but onely our endeavour, 
and faith in Chriſt, 

Thirdly; becauſe he loves ſomething elſe more 
then God, and ſo ceminits Adultery; now ſhee 
that in the old law did commit Adultery, had a 
drinke of bitter water given ber, which made her 
belly ſmell cc. * ſo that jhee died; how much more 
worthy of death ishe then that thus deales with 
God, and going a whoring after it, commits ſpi- 
rituall fornication. 

Fourthly, becauſe that commonly belongs to 
Hypocrites, they arc a curſed cxew, to whom | 
Chriſt ſhall ſay at the laſt day, goe ye curſed oc. | 
Now all ſuch as loye him not, arc , no better nor | 
worſe, butwretched and damnable Hypecrites. 

Fiftly, becauſe love governes the whole man, * 
its as the Rudder of a ſhip, which turnes it any | 
wayes; and ſo which way foever this affection of | 
love goes, it carrics the whole man along with | 
it, | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| gnne with trares or weeping, that they goe about to 
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it , and makes him leade his life accordingly, 

Thus much then for the proofe of the poinr,be- 
fore propounded. 

Now for the application of it to our ſelves, 
thar fo we-may the better make forme iiſe of it, for 
the direction nd reformation of diy lives and 
converſations therein : if it be fo (as {6 you have 
heard it 1s) thatitts ſuch a ſinne not to love the 
Lord leſws Chrift, that be wu worthy fo be accurſed 
that loves him not ; yea, to be had in execHdtion Fe. 
Then firſt ir may reach usto looke ro our ſelves, 
and be ſure thar we love him ; and ſo looke ar 
others, as that out of agodly zeale thou canſt fin- 
cerely and trucly ſay with Saint Paul here, let him 
be accurſed,tor this is an infallible and ſure ſigne of 
tits love which proceeds from faith, that when 
we ſee Chriſt tramp'ed under feete, our hearts 
burne within us , as his did : chere are ſome (faith 
he) of whith 1 told you before, and new tell you 4- 


pervert and turne others fromwsrhe wayes of God : {0 
chat we ma'/ here ſee Sant Pas/s diſpolition, he 
doth not ſy, cur/ed be he, but curſed « het ; from 
whence we may alſo norc rhe difference berwixr 
the curſes of the Law, a'd f the Cofpell : tor 
the Law 'aith. cur ſed & he that contrnueth not in all 
&c. bw the Goſpel faith, curſed & he that loves 
not the Lord. oc. 

Now it wc love him, we will defire ( 2s was 
faid but a little beto: e) to be jovned unto him, 2nd 
to have his company, for how canthat woman be 


ſaid 


————— 
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ſaid to love her husband that cares not for his 
/ company ; ſo how canſtthouſay thou loveſt the 
| Lord Jeſus Chriſt when thou lovelt nor his ſocicty? 
| Again, if we love him, we will be content to 

have him, upon any condition; for love is impul. 
| ſive, the lave of Chriſt confireines ws (as the Apo- 
| ſtle ſpeakes) to doe what it deſires; yet, ſo as not a- 
| gainſt, but with our wills, whichit inclines theTe-1 

unto : now.if we doc not findetheſe things in us, 
we doe not love the , Fc. 
| Andtherefore this Doftrine that he that loves. 
| him not #& &c. it ſhouldteach us to conjider our 
owne conditions, how we ſtand affeted towards 
him, and whether we love him or not; and wee | 
ſhall know it for certaine whether we doe, or doe 
not, by examining our ſelyes by theſe queries, 

Firſt vyherher vvhatſoever good things vve | 

have done, vve have done them out of love to | 
God,and deſire of his glory, more then of our 
ovvne profit, or out of cu ome; for othervviſe all 
that vve doe is nothing vvorth ; C!u1ik reſpects 
nothing but vvhat comes from love,and th: !ove 
from faith, if that be nor the primum mobile, the 
firſt noover that ſets uson vvorke, if vyc goe not 
upon this ground, vve vvere as good doe 'othing, 
forall the good vve ſhall get by it : 6 that thou, 
that moſt of all deſpiſeſt Religion, and {cofteſt at 
the zealous Profcilors thereof , vvoulceſt but 
throughly cenfider of this one thin?, that he is ac. | 
curſed that loves not the Lord eſis ©hrift , and 
that all the good duties of piety, or charity which 
| thou! 


_ 
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thou performeſt,zfthou doſt themenor out of love, 

burmore for cuſtome then conſcience ſake, arc 

| rather abominable then any whit pleaſing unto | 
God ; for then would(t thou no longer content | 

thy ſelfe with the forme of godlineſlſe, but labour | 

for the power thereof, 

| Butthouwiltſay, how ſhall I know whether 

this that Idoe, I doe it out of love to his name, ra- 

| ther then out of any hypocriſie, or love to my 

ſelfe £ Tanſwer, 


— 


Youſhall feele it, fot. love is of a ſtirring na- 
ture, and moves all the reſt of the afteions, as 
deſire and longing after him, with hope that thou | 
ſhale obtaine him, and feare leaſt thou ſhould(t 
faile of it ; but yer ſtill let me give thee this ca- | 


his Kingdome,then of his perfon, for then I cell * 
thee true, thou loveſt him not aright. | 


love his company, and delight in his preſence, to 
have communion with him, to be talking to him 
{ by prayer, orto have him ſpeaking unto thee by 
his word ; ſo then, doſt rhou pray not by con. 
ſtraint, but willingly; doſt thou heare, reade, re- 
ceive the Sacrament &c, not for faſhion ſake, but 
| of faith unfained, in obedince to his commande- 

ment, then doſt thou love him, but otherwiſe 
| thou doſt not. 


yeat, beware thou love him not more in regard of | 


| Secondly, conſider whether (as was faid) thou | 


| Thirdly, doſ} thou love his appearing at the laſt 
day , canſt thou fay in the uprightneſſe of thy 
oule, come Lord leſs, come quickly ? doſt thou 


| C thiake 
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' thinke it long'firſt * and art'nor afraid when thou 


| heareſt of it, as Felix was, who'trembled when 


| 


he heard Paul diſcourſe of Temperance, Righteouſ- 
xeſſe, and Iwdgment 10 come; bur doſt rather defire 


it, and wouldſt be glad of it, and the fooner, the 
better * then(IHay)alſo may thonreſolve yes 
cn 


| 


it,thatthou Coſt aſſufedly lovehim and thatw 
he ſhall ſo come, he ſhall come without ſinne unto 
thy ſalvation. 


Fourthly, whether thou loveſt him as, well in 


 healthasinſickneſſe;and in ſickneſſe as in health, 
| as well in poverty as in 'abonridance, and in ad- 


verſity as in proſperity, forſo thou wilt, if thou 


| love himtruely'for himlelfe, and notfor theſe. 


Fiftly,marke rhiswith thy felfe roo, whether 
thy love'be bountiful), as was chat womans that 


| had the box of oyntment, which ſhee powred on 


| 


þ, 


Jeſus head, and as LaAbrahams was, who would 
have offered his Sonne; his.onely 'Sonne 1fauc for 
bisſake'; ſo {1 ſay ) examine'thy 'felfe hereby, 
whetherthou be content to'part with the belt 
things for his ſake, as thy living, thy luſts, thy 
life; for he that loves anything truely,” WIN for- 
oc andgiveall he hatftropurchaſeir, 4!" | 
Sixthly, looke whether thou ſeeke t6/ doe the 
Lords will, and what may pleaſe him beſt; for 
love ſeekes not her owne,) we {cit in' mer} who 
will take any paines, bz at any coſt;/to pet'thar 
thing for cthem-whom'rhey love/which they love 
to have, and ſo will wedoc for Chriſt, 1Pwe-love 
him , me will keepe "bis  Conmandements , and 
| they / 


—_— 


| cauſchedidit tothe Lord; and ſo the Apoſtles 
| ſuffer for bis name *. And Saint Paul likewiſe when 
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chey will.n5c be> grievous unto- us- ; yea rather | 
it will bobur meare and drinke to dos his will , 
and the dearer ircoſts us, the dearer will ic be un- | 
tO Us. | 

Seventhly, examine thy.ſelte by'rhis rule alſo, | 
whether thoubeicontentts doe mnch for him, | 
not ſome things, and not otherſome, but whether 
thou have ancycto all his Commandements, and | 
all falſe -wayes thou utterly abhorre; for faith 
(you know) wor, love; and love that proceeds 
from faith ui not jdle but operative, (0 that what is 
ſpoken of faith, may asrruely be ſaid of love, that 
its dead without workes, arid therefore Saint Pas/ 
profefſeth: of - himſcife, that ho laboured more 
thenthey all; which was an — that he lo- 
ved much becauſe he was in labour much ; and fo | 
when our Saviour asked Peter whether he loved | 


him, he puts him to worke, and ſets him/hiy/taske 


ſaying, feede my ſheepe;, and laſt ofall, - / 
Eighthly , whether thou wouldeſt got onely 
doe, but ſuffer much for his ſake, a8 David, when | 
his wife Aſichal laughed at him-for- dancing be- 
fore the Arke, he was contented to beare ir, be- 


rejoyced becauſe they weScounted worthy 79 


the people intreated him with' teares, not to 
up to Teraſalem, becauſe he ſhould be bound, as 
Agabwe had ſignified by the ſpirit unto him, an- 
ſwered them,} hy doe yee reut wy heart, I amready 
net enely to be bound, but alſo to aye for ore. * 
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2 Sam. 14, 32. 


| ObjeR, | But thou wilt ſay, I haye no ſuch occaſions now 


adaycs, if I had, 1 know got what I ſhould doe. 
*But I anſwer, isitſo * haſt thou no ſuch occa- 
ſions? yes, thou haſt occaſions enough, as when 
he takes away thy wife, thy child, thy friends,thy 
goods, thy good name &c. if-then. (I ſay) thou 
canſt beare it patiently with 70b,and ſay, it s rhe 
Lordgiveth, and the Lord crc. or with Ely, it s 
the Lord, let him doe what ſcemeth him good : then 
thou loveſt him, and yetthou muſt doc more then 
that, thou muſt not onely beare it patiently, but 


ioytfully too, as you heard before the Apoſtles 


| did ; laythy ſelfe rotheſe rulesthen, and try un- 


| partially whetherthoulove the Lord Teſws Chriſt 


ornot z-and ferthy further helpe and more infal. 
lible notice thereof, to know whether thy love 
to him be pure and unfained, or whether it be 
| falſe and counterfeit, take theſe more particular 
| proofes of it; for aſſure thy {elte if thou love him | . 
| aright (2s we toucked before) that then, 

| Tirſt thou wi't be coment- with nothing bur 
\ love againe, ſo thatas THb/o.on (though in hypo- 

| crihe) ſaid; when as David had fetch'd him out 

of baniſhmenrt, ;znd confined him te his owne - 
houſe that he might not ſcethe Kings face, wht 
doe I bere, ſeeing -1 may not ſee the Kings face * ? 
ſo wouldeſt thou ſay- out of love to the love of 
God ; what doe I here, ſince I cannot behold the 
faire beauty ofthe Lord * Lord1ift thou up the 
l;2ht ofthy countenance upon mee, or elſe what 
gocd will my life doe me ;. but if thou doe fo, 
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then thou ſhalt make my heart more joyfull and more 
tlad, then they that have had their Corne and Wine 
and ole increaſed *. 

Secondly, thou wilt love the brethren, for they 
are like him, though he exceede them in the de- 
greevanid mmealures ' of goodnieſie, xs the Ocean 
doth a drop of a bucket, this is a *pregntatn proote 
| hereof, and therefore deale ſquarely with thy 
| ſelfe herein. Andthe reaſon why thoucanſt not 
| love the Lord ifthion love nor the Brethren, is be- 

caufe its att eaſier marter to love man' whom thou 
| haft ſcene, then it is to love God whom tho haſt 

not ſcene; for uſe (we know) makes them com- 

lier andhanſotrer; wherefore Samr 7ohn faith, 7/ 
| any man ſay he loves God, and yet bates bir Brather, 

he is a lyer, he decerves himſeife, and there no 
trath in him *, 

Butthou wilt ſay, thou loveſt them well enough. 
| Doſt thou ſo? then thou wilrlove their company; 

for what we love and dclighr in, we;are never 
| well without it, norcannor endure it out of our 
fight; and therefore when the P/almiſt bad faid 
T. bs all bis delight was in the Saints, and upon ſuch 


| &s excel in vertne *, it you would know, how to 
| know it was ſo, be afterwardstells us, That he was 
| 4 companion of them that feare him, &c.Pſal. 119. 
| - Burthouwilt fay againe, thovughthoeu doſt not 
| love them, yer Godforbid thow ſhouldſt be ſo bad 
| but tharthouſhouldſt love the Lord leſws Chriſt, 
| Pur T anſwer thee againe to that roo ; If thou doſt 
fo, then thou wilt love his appearing, for if thou 
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ment, thau loveſt himno; ay, what,thau. wilt\co 


loyc her hushand but ſhe will reigyce at his cam- 
| ming home when he, is abroad, and the ngorey the 


and gl f be, p.I0 4M ſ 
Thirdly, if thou love hun, thou: wilt ſpeaks 
wellot him upanall occaſians, ad in cyexy place 


wherethou commeſt,for, ous of th hg nce of the 
heart th mouth fpeakerh , _ chou ſpeake 
well of God, bur tor faſhion ke, not out. of agy 
true affection, bur of feare, thou loveſt bim not; 
for he that loyes him will be, much in; his ppailc, 
| as we haye an inſtance in David, £5 that if the 


|wik not be tongue-tied, nor aſhamed of. him, no 
not before Princes; 

But thou wiltſay,, Iam no-ſcholler, I cannot 
ſpeake eloquently ; if I could , then. indeede 1 


now I am, becauſe 1- can doe it no better, nor 
Rhetorically then now. I can. 

But let me tell thee for thy comfort, let that 
never trouble thee, ſpeake as well as thou canſt, 
andthounecdſt care for no more, for that will be. 
get more and more love in thee, and love, that 


ſedent for this in the Spouſe, who becauſe ſhee 10- 
ved Chriſt, ſee how ſhee ſets him.forth, my belo. 
ved is all beawtifull &c*. and it is moſt ſure, ir 


will 


— 


the contrary ; as aloving and loyall wife. cannot.| 


ime approacherh, by ſo much the; mare. joy 
<p 35 rg uit 


| heart be inflamged, the mouth will be. open, thou j 


ould not be ſo afraid, nor aſhamed to doe it, as 


wil] make thee eloquent; we have a notable pre- } 


| 


1 


[ 
| 


|, 


| 


| 
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willt eſo-withthee'z Ifrhoulovethe Lotd, thou 
wilt ew it by thy ſpeeches, for thou canſt not 
| well ſpeake weltof him whom thou loveſt not; 
| burif thou thaſt no good thoughe 'bf him , rhy 
words will bewray thee ; yeathoy wile pot one- 
"ly fpeake well of hini, and of his wayes, But thou 
\ wilt alſo walke iffthe' fame, nor wilt 'thou ſtand 
' pauſing upon it, to conſider wherher' thon wert 
| beſt doen, orno ; -burif tbe about a duty, 
as ſuppoſe keeping of the 'Lords day, hearing of 
; the word &c.:'thow wilt dotur withont any more 
| adoe, yeathough there were no promiſe nor pro- 
 firto be gotby it, forelſe thoudoſt no more but 
| as a ſervamt,not asa ſonne;, hope of Wages, ahd 
not out of love, leo for nothing” for ' thy 
paines : ſodid Saint Pagi, he would preach the 
| Gofpell; though he'had thothing but chaines and 
| impriſonment'for his labour ; and why will he 
for. why'?: becauſe God commands it, and its a 
| good duty ; fothat ifrhou make aqueſtion of ir, 
| whether thou wert beft ro-doe this or that-gaod 
| duty, or wilr doe-no more then thou muſt needs, 
{rhou Joveſt nor the-Lord, for he that loves him , 
| will' doe whatfoever he 'cah for him, 'afid yet 
{thinkeall coo little when he hath donetoo, 
|, - Fourthly, asthou wilr ſpeake well of him thy 
ifelfe,; fo'thou wik not-endure to heare others 
+ſprakedlofhim; but thy heart witl be mooyed 
[within thee at them, and at any thing thar might 
'impeach andhurt his glory; asro ſee his Church 
\lye'waſt,. his word - corrupted &c.'fo £/y was 
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not mooved ig, much; with, the death: of. his 
Sonnes, asto heare#b48 #be Arke of God. was ta- 
ken *. and indeede they are baſtardsand not ſons 


and neyer be affected, nor, offended at it. 


ſincere and found, thou wilt be lo:thto loſe him, 
for we will ratherloſe all we have, then loſe the 
favourand affeQion-of a friend, whom we love 
intirely;and as thou would(t be loath to loſe him, 
ſo thou wouldſt be as loath tro offend him, or doc 
any thing whereby thou mighteſt be like ſo to 
doe ; orif ſo be thou haſt, thou wilt never be at 
quiet till thou haſt gained his good will againe, 
wharſoeyer it coſt thee to get it, 


we may {ce inthe woman of Canes, {he would 


fignes likewiſe, and when thou haſt done ſo, and 
findeſt thy ſelfe guilty in agy,or all oftheſe parti- 
culars, then conteſls thy finne. unto the Lord , 


not till ke hath beard thee, andgranted thee the 
requeſt of thy lips, by {aying «mo thy ſavic,'l am 
thy ſalvation ; .and witneſſing with thy ſpirit, thar 
thou art his child by adoption and grace. And ſo 
as I have hitherto ſhewed you ſome reaſons, why 


| he i accurſed that loves not the Lard Ieſws Clvsſt, 
4 and 


that can heare their father reviled, and cailed on, | 


Fiftly, ifthy loye to the £49. teſas Chriſt be 


| 


Sixtly, thou wilt linger and hang after him, as ! 


Ne en eee 


not be ſaid nay, butlet him ſay or doe what he | 
| would, ſhe.would not leave him, but ſhe ſtill Naid | 

by him till he had granted her ſuite, 
Examine thy ſclfe then narrowly by theſe | 


and beg the pardon of it at his hands, leave him | 
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tolove him;;and wlwereby thou mayſt be | 
ncited and ftirred up therearnto ; for as David | 
| aid inanother cale,the Lord « worthy to be praiſed, 
| fo may I fay, the Lord 19 worthy co'be beloved, | 
and that in many re{pedts ; 2s 

Firſt, becauſc he hath all the glory-and beauty | 
in himſclie char everthou well in any creature, | 
itisin irs full perfection in him 5 whereas it is bur | 
inpartin any creature, as the light is in its full 
ladre and ſtrength in the Sunne ; ' whereas the 
Starres and Planets have bur a glimpſe or beame 
of it, and tha by participation, and not in it ſelte, 
aS in a fountaine; and therefore the Spouſe in the 
Camticles ſaith, that he « all glorioew, or that all 
glory #5 in him; and this is the reaſon why ſome 
{ love him, and others love him nor, becauſe he | 
hath manifeſted and revealed himſelfe and his | 
glory to ſome, and not to others, as utito Afoſes, 
Abraham, fc. 

Secondly, heis unchingeable, ther's no man ; 
but that thou ſhalt at ſome time or other, ſce thar | 
in him, which might make theenort to Ive him, 
but in'God we cannot finde any ſuch marter, -for | 


there's no variableneſle nor ſhadow, &c. 

Thirdly, becanſe he is Almighty, he can doe 
whatſoever be will ; there is norhing impoſſible 
to him ; and as he is abl« to doe all he will, fo he ! 
will doe all that he is able,(s farre forth as it may | 
make for hisowne glory and thy good. 

But thou wile ſay, why * is this ſuch a load- | 

ſtone of love 2 D Yes, | 


| heis 7ehoveh, ſemper tdem, yeſterday,ts day, ge. | lamEs 1, 17, 


Obje@, 
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 Yesverily that it is, for by his omnipot 
| are underſtood all the excellency and glory, all 
' the grace and vertues that are in God. 

| Butthouwiltſay, | have often offended him, 
| will he then yet heare me, or accept of my love 
| forallthat* 

Yes that he will, for he is graciousand mercifull, 
| Oh, but I havenothing in me, bur am ready to 
| offend him againe, 
| What if thou be, yer he # long ſuffering , ſo 
' that he will not caſt thee off, if {o be thou wilt 
| cleaveto him ? 

Oh, but how ſhall I know that £ 

Ianlwer, thou ſhalt know it by his word ; 
2nd that is truth ir ſelte; ſearch the Scriptures 
therefore, and there thou ſhalt heare him ſay aſ- 
much in plaine rermes, he that commeth to me, 1 
will in no wiſe Fc. 

Oh, but my ſinnes are ſuch ſtrange ones, as no 
bodicsare, 

Suppoſe they were, yet his mercy is infinite, 
and farre more then thy finnes are,or can be : bur 
yet that is uot ſo as thou fayſt, for rhere have bin 
as great ſinners as thou, whatſocyer thou art, 
which yet nevertheleſle upon their faith and re. 
pentance, have bcene received into grace and fa- 
vour againe.;z as were, Harry Magdaten, Peter, 
David, and diverſe others belides them. 

Oh, but for all that Tam not worthy of his love, 
and it will be adiſparagement for. hum ta ſet his 
love opon ſuch aone as Iam. 


But 
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| he askes of thee, for what doth the Lord thy God re- 
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But what is that tothee * if he thinke thee wor. 
thy ; as ſo he doth, for he ſucs unto thee, whact 
needſt thou ſtand upon that, why ſhouldſtchou care 
for any more * now this is all the dowry and duty 


Dew. ro. 13, 


quire of thee p Iiracl, but that thew love him ** 

And morcover, beſides this, conſider that it is 
he thar firſt gave thee this affection, that thou | 
ſhouldſt love him ; and that ther's none other on 
whom thou canſt better beftow it, or who more 
deſervesitat thy hands, then he doth, 

And finally, conlider that thou haſt engaged 
thy ſelfe unto him by vow in Bapriſme, ſothat as 
Joſhas (aid unto the Children of 1ſrael, yee are wit- 
neſſes againſt your ſelves, that you have choſen the | 
Lord, to ſerve him ; (0 are yec againſt your ſelves, 
and every time that ye receive the Sacrament of | 
the Lords Supper, you renew your covenant; o | 
that if you love and ſerve not the Lord, you are | 
ſo many times witneſſes againſt your ſelves. | 

And here let us make {ome little ſtand to rec- : 
kon up the ſeverall circumſtances that doe engage 
us to love him ; as, 


Firſt, thathe is our L ord, and hath bought us | 


— 


ata very high rate ; now ifa condemned perſon, 
or a man taken by the Tarkes, ſhould bee replee- 
ved or ranſomed by another, we would all thinke 
it his duty that he ſhould love him as long as hee 
lives for it : and ſo ſtands the caſe with us, we all 
ſate in darkeneſle and in the ſhadow of death, and 
were taken Captive by Satan, at his pleaſure ; and 

D 2 Chriſt | 
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| Epheſ, 3. 19 
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\ Chriſt hath redeemed us from that his more then 
| Egyptian bondage, 4rd that vet with corruptible 


1 Pet.t-18-19- | rhings, 4s ſilver or gold, but with hu precious blood, 


4s 6f 4 Lambe without, &c.and doth not he then 
| deſerve thy love £ canſt thoudeny him ſucha 
| fmall thing as that+is * Againe confi 
Sccondly, whit he hath: done for thee, even 
| from thy yourh up, how he hath ted thee, forgi- 
| yentheethineoffences,and paid the Cebt for thee, 
| when thowwaſt ready to goe to priſon for it, {6 
| that now the:Lord begins to- grow angry with 
thee, if thon wilt nor yer love him for all this ; 
| and yerthisis norall, and therefore 
[7 hirdly, con{ider alſo that he loves thee; now 
| as fire hepers fire, fo doth love beper love, there- 
| fore ſairh Saint /ohn, we love hirs, becauſe he loved 
| ws {irſt'z that is, his loveto us ſhould make us love 
him ag»ine : but eſpecially we cannot but love 
him, it we conſider inthe laſt place, 

Fourthly, whar his love 1s, for its wnſpeabeable, 
ard paſſing knowledge ; we can never conceive 
the height and length &c. All which, whar 
ſhould itteach us, but theſc two things 2 

Firſt, that if we will not love the Lord, he will 
ſhew his wrath, and make hu power bnowne upon ws, 
that we arebut weſſells of wrath, fitted for deſtrs- 
Hion, as it is ſaid. Againe,? 

Secondly, itſhould exhort us ro love the Zord 
Teſws Chriſt ; ardtheretorero provoke us there- 
unto ; we ſhould ofcen conſider, and thinke in 
thele things, what right and title he 'harh to- ns, 
| how 
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| how much he hath done for us, and how grcatly 
' he loves : yeaand more then all this, wee ſhall 
| thereby alſo have theſe and theſe things, wee | 
' ſhall by this meanes reape theſe and theſe bene. | 
fits. | 
Firſt, we ſhall have his ſpirit; the ſpirit oftruth, | 
'the Comforter which ſhall leade us into all truth, 
' and enable us to fullfill his Commandements,and 
with facility and caſe,whereaselſe they would be 
grievous unto us z; as for example, Saint Pas! 
| would ſoone have beene weary of preaching and 
| ſuffering ſo much as he did, ifhe had nor had this 
love in him 3 and why doe parentsthinke nothing 
[too much for their children , but becauſe they 
( lovethem ? therefore ir is that though they bee 
' froward and untoward, yet ſtill they beare with 
\them : if then we cannot finde in our hearts 
to be quiet, untill they looke to the Lord, like as | 
'the needle of a compalle which is touche with a 
| Loadſtone, will never ſtand ſtill rill ir comes to 
the North-pole ; then may this be a teſtimony 
unto us, that may diſtinguith us from Hypocrites, 
and witneſle to our ſoules that we love the Zord 
leſis Chriſt ; for they keepe the Commande- 
' ments of God in ſome ſort, and abſtaine from 
{ome one kinde of finne, but not out of love to 
him , nor in any obedience ard conlcience of his | 
word, but in love tothemſclves, | 
| Secondly, this 's a marke of thy Reſurrection 
from the dearh of finne, ro te life of righteoul: | 
neſle, hereby ſhall yee knew that yee are tranſlated | 
| 
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from death to life, becauſe gee love the brethren , 
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now yee cannot love them, but you muſt love the Fa. 
ther that begot them. | 
| Thirdly, thouſhalt get by this thy love to him, 
| for whenthougiveſt himthy heart, he will give 
| itthee againe, he will onely alter rhe obje, bur 
 lettheekeepethe affeciion ſtill, onely ir ſhall be 
better then it was before, he will purific it from 
all irscorruptions, and clean(e it from all its (ins : 
Nor ſhallthisbe any thing out of thy way, ir 
ſhall be-as much tor thy profit as ever it was be- j 
fore, for when thy heart is ſetto keepe his Com- 
mandements, when it inclines to his ſtatutes, (as (0 
hee will incline it) then whatſoever thou deft, it 
ſhall proſper: ſo that as its ſaid otthe Sabbath, rhat 
(i was made for man ; that is, for mans good; ſo 
| may we ſay the ſame of all the reſt of the Com- 
mandements, that it is made for man ; that is, for 
his gogd and benefit, and therefore the promiſe of 
life and happineſſe is made 10 all alike, 
| Andhereby the way take this difference along 
with thee, to diſtinguiſhthy love from ſclfe love, 
for that is all for ir ſelfe, but this is all for him 
whom thou loveſt ; if then thou love the Lord 
for thine owne good, it is ſelfe love, but if thou 
love him for himſelfe, ſimply without any reſpe&t 
tothe recompence of reward, then isir true love 
indeede. 

Fourthly, wee ſhall receive much comfort by 
loving the Lord : now w hat is that keepes us 
from loving of him but our pleaſures * we are 


| 


loath 
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| loathrto part with them, and yet alas we ſhall re- 
| ceive much more, and they tarre more ſubſlan- 
tiall, ſollider, and ſounder comfort by loving of 
him, then ever we ſhould by loving of the world, | 
or the things of the world. Now doe but thinke | 
| how good a thing it is to love one that is bur like 
thee £ much rather ſhouldſt thou love one that di- 
'ed forthee ; wherefore if thou wouldſt have thy 
heart filled with joy and comfort, love him ; for 
' fothou ſhalt have joy unſpeakeable and glorious, 
And laſt of all, ifrhou wouldſt indeede unfained- 
ly lovethe Lord leſws Chriſt; conſider, 
| Fiftly, that it makes thee a more excellent man 
then thou waſt before; for cyery man is better or 
' worſe according to his lov c, as it is ſet on things 
| better or worle ; now Chriſt is the Summan bo- 
| n#m, the chiefeſt good, and if thou love him,thou 
art united unto him, and to his God-head , for 
| love is of auniring nature, 

Thou wilt ſay, theſe are indeede good mo- Queſt. 
tives to make us to love him, but hew ſhall 1 
come bythis love * or by what meanes ſhall 1 
| get this love into my. heart 
| Foranſwer whereunto, I tell thee, firſt of all, | 5*%*%* 
'that if thou canſt but unfeinedly defire to love 
| him, thou haſt halfe done this worke already ; 
and that thou mayſt have ſuch a defire, meditare 

| often upon thoſe motives before, 

This is the anſwer Chri't himſelfe gave to his 
Diſciples, when they asked him, how they 
| ſhould ger faith ; why, faith he, if you have faith 


BG but \ 


—— 
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but 4s 4 erame of muſtard feed, you ſhould [2 to this 


mountain, be thou removed, and be thou thre vne 1n- 
10 the midſt of the Sea, cre, thereby ſhewinng them 
the excellency of it, that ſo he might'the mo-c 
enamnour them with the love of it, and make thera 
defire it aboye all 'thar they. could imagine and 
thinke of beſides, in compariſon thereof : bur if} 
thou wouldſt (asthou ſayft thou defiret ro) love 
the Lord leſws Chrif indeede, with all thy heart, 
with all thy ſowle, and with &c. 1 anſwer, and add 
againe, thou canſt not uſe a better meanes to at- 
taine thereunto, and getthe love of him into thy | 
heart then theſe. | 

Firſt, pray unto God for it, for all graces arc 


his gifts, they are meere Donatives, and hee hath 
| promiſed ro heare them that aske in his Sonnes 
| name, and to give the ſpirit to them thar aske it, 
| that is, togivethe gifts and graces thereot unto 
them ; nor is he any niggard, for he giveth libe- | 
rally, and obraideth nor. | 

But thou wilt ſay , how doth prayer beget | 
love? | 

Tanſwer, itbegets ittwo wayes. 

Firſt, by prevailing with God. 

Secondly, by familiarity with him. 

Firſt, I fay, by prevailing with God ; ſo did 
laacob andthe woman of Canaan, for confidering 
that he hath condeſcended ro' their requeſt ; rhat 
he hath granted their ſuite, aid heard their peti- | 
rion, and thatin ſuch a matter, as they are never 
able to make him any part 'of amends ; as the 
forgiveneſſe 


— 


_ 
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torgiveneſſe of their finnes 3 why, then they 
thinkethat to love him, is one of the leaſt chings 
they can doc for him, ſo Mary Magdalen loved' 
much, becauſe much was forgiven her. 

Secondly, by familiarity with him, we have a 
ſaying, that niminm familiaritatic comtemprum pe- 
wide 100 much familiarny breeds comtemps z and 
however amongſt ſome men it may ſometimes 
fall outſo, yet its ſcldome ſeene amongſt thoſe 
that are intimate friends indeede ; or (ay it ſhould, 
yet I ſay, ig never ſo comesto palle berwixt God | 


| and the faithfull ſoule; but by how much the | 


more familiar and frequent they are together, by 
ſo much the more fervenc and indiſſoluble is their | 
love: and this ismoſt certaine, that a man that is | 
a ſtranger may wiſh thee well, but cannot truely | 
lovethee, till he be acquainted with thee ; ſo ne:. 
ther canſt thou love the Lord as thou ſhould, fo | 
long as you are ſtrangers one to another ; and 
what brings us and the Lord better acquainted | 
rogether, then prayer £ wherein (as it were) thou 
ralkeſt familiarly with God; even as a mantalketh 
with his friend face to face :- this is 'the firſt 
meanes. 

Secondly, defire the Lord to ſhew himſelſe 
untothee,as Moſes did, for this is a ſtrong motive 
and meanes to make thee love him; therefore 
(faith our Saviour to his Diſciples that) hee that 
loveth him, ſhall bee beloved of his Father, and 1 
will love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf unto bins *, 


whichis as if he had faid, it yxou would know how 
E you 


Toh. 14. 21. 


| 


me A eee i eee 
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| you ſhall come tolove me, or my father, it ſhall 
| | be by this way or meares; 7 will manifeſt my | 
| ' ſelfe nnto you, 1 will ſhew you my glory, and then you 
| | ' cannot chooſe but love mee, thowgh y0u loved me not 
| 


| before. 

| Nowthe ordinary way and nijeanes whereby 
| | he reveales himſclfe pnto any one, is by the 
| | | preaching &Fthe word, which though it be but a 
| 


| | dead [ctterin it ſelfe, yet when hee puts life and 
| ſpiritinto it, and opens our hearts, ashe did open 
| | 1 iddeahs thercby, then we ſee and cqnceive his 
mercy ahd our owne wretched vileneſſe, where- 
| ' upon we cannot bnt love him, knowing how hee 
| | hath loved us,. and gave himſelfe for us: and | 
| | therefore the Apoſtle praycth, That the God of our 
Epts/ 217,18, Lord leſus Chriſt would give the Epheſians the ſþi- 


rit of knowledge, wiſdome, and revelation, that the 
eyes of their mnderflanding being enlightened, they | 
may know what # the hope of h# calling, and the ri- 
ches of the glory of his inheritance in his Saints *; 
as if he had ſaid, if you know but thefe things, 
| then there is no doubt to be made of it bat that 
| you wilt love him, as well as one would deſire: 
4 for this is one ſure ground why we love him not, 
| | orlove him no betterthen we doe, becauſe wee 
| know him no better; we are ignorant of him, and 
| j0n017 Aulls eupide (as it is ſaid ) there is no love, 
, no lofging deſire after that which we know nor, 
or know not the worth and neceſſity of it: as a 
{ickeman hath no thobghe after"the ſoveraigne 
divges inthe Apothecanies ſhop, becauſe hee is 
lgnorank 
>" SERRA - | 


— 
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— ofany ſuch matter ; whereas the $kilfull 


hyſitian ſeckes out and ſends for them : and as 
an ordinary ruſticke, cares nor for a precious 
pearle, but caſts it ——_ he findes it; which 
if an expert Lapidary had it, hee would ſet much 
by it, becauſe he knowes the price and worth of 
it well enough : and thence it is, that when the 
Prophet David had profeſied his love to God, 
ſaying, I will love thee 6 Lord my ſtrength ; hee 
afterwards addes ( as it were) the reaſon or 

round of that his love towards him; becauſe hee 

wed the Heavens and came downe. Whats that * 
why that he had made himſcife knowne unto him: 
he had declared his power and might in his deli- 
verance, and that was it thar made him love him ; 
if therefore thou wilt but defire (I ſay)to love 
him, he will inflame thy heart with the love of 


him ; yea he will open the Heavens, and thou 
ſha't {ce him fitting on the right hand. of God ; as | 
Saint Sreven did. 

But thou wilt fay, all theſe are the workes of 
God, and they extraordinary ones too ; but what 
muſt 1 doe for my part, to havethe love of God 
ia my heart £ towhich I anſwer. 

Firſt, no, it is no ſuch extraordinary thing for 
God toreveale himſclfeto his Saints;it is an uſwall 
manner with him; bur yer, 

Secondly, thou muſt doe theſe things thy ſelfe : 
Firſt, thou muſt looke how he hath revealed 
himſelfe in the Scriptures, to be a moſt glorious 
andgracious God, a mercifull Father in 7eſws 
£ 2 Chriſt, 


Pal. 18. tr. 


AT. 7. 56. 


Queſt. 


Anſlw, 
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| theſe finnes : eſpecially we muſt confeſſe our be. 


| Chriſt, flow 16 anger, 4nd of much mercy ; and now 
when we perceive him to be ſuch a one, we catt- 
not but love him, and long after him with all our 
hearts. 
Secondly, we muſt conſider our owne miſery ; 
this made Mary to ſcekeafter him, and were it not 
| but that we ſtand in ncede of him, but that wee 
know wee are undone and damned without 
Chriſt, wee ſhould never care ſo much for him, | 
| for the whole have no neede of the Piyſptian, thar is, | 
they care not for his $kill, nor his helpe; but they | 
thatare ſicke, they that know their @wne wants | 
and weakeneſles, they know how to value and | 
eſtceme of him : and ſo we, when we ſee we are 
wounded by finne, and ficke nnto death, then | 
will we enquire and ſeeke out for the fpirituall 
Phyſitian of our ſoules, Chriſt Teſme. | 
Thirdly, we mnſt humble our ſclves before ! 
him confeſſing our finnes, and thar in particular, 
| as many as we can, by the omiſhon of ſuch and 
| ſuch good duties, and the commiſhon of theſe and 


TR 


| 


| loved boſome-raigning fſinnes; ſo the Prodigall 
| Sonne confeſſed, that he had ſinned eſpecially a- 
£4inft Heaven, and before his father, by ryotous li- 
ving ; whereby he was unworthy tobe called his ſonne, 
and did deſire onely to be as one of his hired 
| fervants : and now when he ſaw his father not- 
withſtanding make him fo welcome, who had fo 
meanea conceit of himfelte, that he put a ring up- 
| on his finger, and ſtooes on his feete, &c. then | 
| he 
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he loved him much more : andſo it is with Chriſt 


ſelves, and yet perceive that he lwves us, who are 
not worthy to be beloved, then that makes us love 
him againe, and the more lowly we are in our 
owne eyes, the more highly doe we eſtceme 
Chriſt, and Chriſt us. 

Foutthly, and laſtly, thou muſt firſt of all get 
faith, for as thy faith is ſtronger or weaker, fo is 
| thy love mote or leſſe 5 if thou haſt but a little 

faith, thouhaſt but a little love, for faich is the 
ground of love, as the promiſes are the ground of 
tairh. Now ſe long as thou doſt not beleeve that 
he hath ſatisfied the divine wrath and juſtice of 
God for thee, and that God hath accepted the 
attonement for thee inhim, thou can't never love 


| anenemy or Judge; pray therefore with the De- 
ſciples, Lord excreaſe onr faith, arid therefore ply 
the miniſtery of the word, for that & the meancs 
whereby fark is wrought and begotten in any one *; 
elſe (I ſay)againe, thou canſt never rrucly love 
bim, but as thou doſt another man which "thau 
knoweſt not whether hee love thee againe, or noz 
and ſo thoumayſ hate him againe at ſome time 
or other for all that : bur labour for faith, and 
that will breede love ; and then if thou love hit 
he will ſurely love thee; yea, indeeds.. thou 
couldſt neither love nor beleeve in him, were it 
not bur hee loves thee firſt. 


OO — 
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and us, when we are once out of love with our |. 


him as a brother ox friend, bur rather teare him 2s 


Plal. 4+ 


Rom. 19.37. 


DT 


Bur rhou wilt ſay, how ſhall 1 know that? I | qwg 
Tr 


— 


= 
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1 Job. 6. 10, 
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| ven his life for thee, afid ſhed his moſt precious | 


Anſw. 


Objedt. 


| Solu. 
1 Matth. 28. 19: 


| Marth. 11, 25 
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It ische Apoſtle Saint 1#hns owne words, or 
rather his words by that his Apoſtle ; wee love 
him, becauſe bgg loved ws firſt. And beſides his 
word (though that were cnough) thou haſt his 
ſcale, he hath giventhee his Sonne, who hath gi- 


blood for thy ſalvation ; and would he have done 
this for thee (thinkeſt thou) if he had not loved 
thee £ no, but hercin is love, not that wee loved 
God, but that God loved us, and ſent his Sonne 
todie forus, that ſo by the blood of the new Teſfta- | 
ment hee might ſeale the ſame wnto w« *; and even 
yet by his ſpirit, hee ſtill ſues unto us for our love, 
aS a further teſtimony thereof. 

Oh bur (thou wiltſay),I am not worthy of ſo 
Preat love, forI ama ſinner, diſobedicat, and re- 
llious, 

But I anſwer, what doſt thou tell him of that £ 
what ifthou wertthe chicte of ſinners ; he knew 
that before he, gave thee his Sonne z and he gave | 
hima unto thee the rather, becauſe he knew thou 
waſt ſo, for he juſtifies the ungodly;thar is, thoſe 
that condemane and judge themſelves to be fo ; ſo 
that if thou wilt but beleeve in him, and imbrace 
him, it is aSmuch as he deſires of thee. 

Butthou wilt ſay, it may be he is affected to| 
this or that perſon, and not to me : to which I an- 
[wer againe. 


That his commiſſion is generall ; Goe preach un- 

10 all nations baptiz.ing them cc, And lo is his in- 
vitation t00 z Come wnio mee all youthat labour oc. 
ſo] 
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ſo that if thou wilt but beleeve and come in unto 
| him, chou ſhalebe ſaved ; for he ca(ls out none 
that come .in unto him (as you heard before) 19h, 
| 6. 37» 
| And when thou haſt conſidered this, ther» be- 
' gintoargueand reaſon thus with thy ſelfe ; fich 
\ the promiſe ismade toall,I know I am one of that 
| nuraber, and then thou wilt beginto love him for 
[aſl thouart a ſinner, yea thou wilt love him ſo 
-much the more for that, -to conſider that tor all 
that he loved thee. 

Oh but (thou wilt fay) I ſee I finae dayly and 
| hourely, and that againe and againe, againſt many 
/ vowesand promilcs,, againſt many mercics and 

meanes of better obedience 
| But I ,anſwer; what ' though thou doſt 2 re- 
member that as there's a \pring of ſinne and cor-. 
| ruptionin thee, ſo there's a ſpring of mercy and 
compaſſion in God; and that ſpring is ſct open | 
| for finneand for uncleaneſſe, to walh and purge | 
thee-from the ſame, ſo that (till (T ſay) if thou 
wilt but love and belceve in him, he will love 
thee ; for notwithitendingel|this, hee ſtill woes 
| and ſues unto ; chee-for iþy-love; and therefore 
ſtand no lgnger put. with him, bur come in with 
' all the fpeedethou canſt make, which that thou 
| mayſt the better dow, thou muſt remave theſe 
| two hinderances TITH, 


Fn Stranpeneſſe, 
out ONE WAY? worldly mindedneſſe. 


Fn 4 Fit, 


Obieca. 
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Queſt. 


Anfr. 


ec 


——— 


- | there isa communion of Saints (you know) and ſo 


th. 


Firſt, Sr ewgeneſſe tor ſtrangeneſle begers cold- 
neſſe of love, whereas familiarity (as 190 you) 
procurcs boldneſle in the day of judgment. 

But (thou wiltſay) how ſhall I come tobe ac- 
quainted with God * | 

How ? why bemuchin his praiſe, 'in hearing 
of the word, and receiving of the Sacrament, 


there's a communion of God with the Saints ; let 
us therefore be carcfull to maintaine this com- 
munion betwixt us; by having'recourſe unto 
him'in his ordinances, and ſeeking unto him for 
comfort in all our troubles and adverſities. 
Secondly, Worldly mindedueſſe)] that alſo be- 
gets coldneſſe of affetion, and want of love to 
the Lord Chrift, and therefore hee circumcilſes 
the' heart; that is, he puts off all carnall and 
worldly affections from it, that ſo thou mayſt not 
fove the world, nor the things of the world, but 
may love him with all the heart, and with all oc. 
for the love of the world is enmiry with God, ſo 
thatif any man love 'the world, the love of the 
father is not in him, fa you #.awwer ſtyve_ God and 
Mammon ; andt je Str Saviour ſaith, That | 
we maſt not onely for ſuhent hate father and mother, 
and wife, and children, and houſt and lands for his 
ſake: and the Gofpells; of elſe we cannot be his ' 
Diſciples : ſo did the Apoftles, we have forſuken 
all and followed thee. Wheretore let us not ſer 
rheſethings too neexe our hearts, but: confider- | 


F 


_— 


| ing what it is that keepes us aſunder; as vaine 


= hopes p 
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hopes, worldly feares, famaſticke price, pleaſures, | 
prohes, atid the-like, ler us ca-hiere rhem, and ' calt | 
them from us ; for what arc allthcle, and all ſuch | 
astheleare £ bur vainethi 1gs that cannot profit 
inthe evill day. 

And therefore as Semwel exhorts thepeople of 
Iſrael,Turne net aſide from the Lord wnto them, ei. 
ther to the right handor to the left; tor they can- 
not profit, becauſe they are vaine. 

But (thou wilt lay) will'God-then be content | queg. 
with any love 7 

I anſwer, no trucly that he will not neither; | Anfr. 

what then £ An{wer. 
Firſt,thou-muſt love him wirhall thy Irenzth,and 
with all thy power, with all the parts and faculties 
of ſoule and body. 

Now it may be thouart a Magiſtrate, a maſter 
of a family, a Miniſter, a Tutor, or any other go: 
| vernour, and then thou muſt doe God more fer- 
| vicethen another private and inferiour (perſon ; 
| thou mayſt compell them that are under thee, to 
| love the Lord by thy authority and example; 
; God lookes for this (I ſay) at thy hands ; for ro 
| whom much i.grven, of them much ſhall be requi- 
| red ; thou art but as a ſervant ſent 'to marker, 
which muſt give an account for what hee hath 
received , and the more money hee hath given 
him to beſtow and lay out, the more commodi- 
ties his maſter lookes he ſhould bring home 'with 
him forit ; ſo the more wit or underſtanding, or 
learning, or knowledge, 2 authority, and pow- 

er 
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er thou haſt, the more love muſt thou beare un- 

to Chriſt, and ſhew it by p + bringing forth more 
fruits thereof unto him, then others that have 
none of all theſe oportunitics, or not in ſo great a 
meaſure as thou halt, this is the firſt thing. 

Secondly, thow muſt love him above all thmgs | 
inthe world beſides, whether it be pleaſure, or 
horour, or pride, or profit, or what clſc thon 
wilt, or canſt name beſides ; yea thou muſt love 


—_ —— 


| him above thy ſelte and thine owne ſalvation ; ſo 
| that if his glory, and any, or all oftheſe come in 
competition together, thou canſt be content to 
| be accurſed for his ſake, ro have thy name razed 
out of the booke of life, and to be CAnathema for 
Chriſt ; then sthy love ſuch as God will accept 
| of, for this is that ſelfe-deniall which Chriſt him- 
| {c: fe ſpeakes of, andcalls for of us. 
But thou wilt ſay, 4#ras eſt hic ſermo, this & an 
hard ſaying, how ſhall I be able to doe this ? to 
which I anſwer. 


Thou ſhalt Coe it the better, by conſidering 


count that all the affliftions of thu life, are not wor- 
thy the glery that ſhakl be revealed (ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle) and that made him endure ſuch perſe cutions 
for the-Goſpell as he did, with joy and patience ; 
and ſo if thou be once come to that paſſe-2s to 
know and be per{ſwaded inthy conſcience ofthe 
incomparable worth and excellency. of Chriſt, 


the 


we. 


—— 


thou wilt makemore reckoning of him, then ofall 


that he 1s better then all things, and thar the | 
whole world is not to becompared with him ; 7 
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| the world beſides; for as he himſclfe fail of ( 
himſclfe, He that will n:t deny himſe!fe, and take | . 
up his eroſſe, and follow mee, ts not wa: thy of w-e;, (0 
he that loves any thing elſe above, or cquall with | 
' Chriſt, is not worthy of him ; no, thou muſt be | 
whotlyhisas he's, «s he is wholly thine, and hath | Hef. 3. 19 
\betroath:d thee unto himſelfe ; ſo that as a Virgin | = 
'that hath betaken her {clte ro an husband, muſt 
 forſake all other, and cleave or keepe her con- 
ſtant ly unto him, ſolong as they both ſhall live ; 
| ſo wee, bcing married unto Chriſt, muſt not play 
the Harlot, and goc a whooring after other 
Gods, but muſt be wholly his, as he is wholly 
thine, 
| Butthouwiltſay, he is not wholly mine, for | 
; he is the Saints ns. : ; dem 

To which I anſwer ; he is indiviſible, hee is | Solw. 

; not divided,but is wholly thine as wel as theirs, fo 

thenifthou wilt love the Lord Chriſt truely and 

purely, as he would thou ſhouldſt, thou muſt love | 
= 0, aSthat all that is within thee be ſer upon 

him. 

| But(thou wilt ſay againe yet further ) what, | q,,, 
muſt wee love nothing elſe but him then 2 to : 
which I anſwer. 

Yesthatthou mayſt, ſo as it be with *a ſubordi. | ,c 
nate, and notwith an adulterous love, 25a woman | 
; may love another man beſides her husband, but | 
ir muſt not be with ſuch a love as ſhe loves her | 
; husband withall, ſhe may nor love his bed ; it | 
\muſt be onely with a neighbourly and civill, but 
| F 2 not, 
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| fiog toaG4g thou muſthayozt: grounded on hun, 


not with a conjugall or matrimonia!l love, and ſo 
thou mayſt love thy lands, thy life, thy friends, 
&c. but ſo as thouart ready to parc with all for- 
love of Chriſt : ſo that hereby ſhalt thoy know 
whether thy love be an adulterous love or;not, 
if when be bids us follew. rhe duties of our cal- 
lings, and we ſuffer our ſelves to be drawne away 
by vaine delights, and doe not therein abide with 
God (asthe Apoſtle ſpcakes ;) that is, uſe it not 
tothe glory of God, and the good of the Church 
and Common. wealth wherezn, we live ; and 
for any, other. matter, if we-cannot be content it: 
ſhould give place to Chriſt, thervis qQur love un- 
lawfull and adulterous, yea if our lives lay uponit, 
it ye doe not yot proveree him. beforethetm;. wee | 
are not worthy of him, we love our ſelves more 
then himyit'is no true love of Chrilt. 

Put chow wilt ſay, this is impoidible, thata man 
ſhould thuslove Goul more then himſelfe, more: 
thenthis.ſoule, | | 

I anlwer, 1 deny apt hut; thatit may fecme: {o;) 
to fleſh and blood ; but yer thou muſt know, that: 
04 rgan truely regenerate it.is not ſo; for: (as | 
Saint Paw ſaith) 14m able torder all things, thr onghr 
Chriſt that ſtrengthens me ': thoſe,-things thi ta 
the EYES) of caraall” reaſon ſrome herd: and diffi- | 


cult, tazhem thafrare-ſpitimally eplightched, are | 
facile and eahe to be«lone, and fo isthis, | 


Thizdly, Ifrbou,wquldRt- have: thy, love pleas. | 


and tha gequires twatlings, ; | 
| Firſt, 


| 


| 


| 
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' Fiſh, It muſt be groundcd on taith- in-his pro- 
milcs,reycaled unto thee in his, word; for with- 
out faith, itis impoſſible to pleaſe God, neither 
is irſo much love, as preſumption that hath nor 
this foundation. 

Secondly, it muſt be/ grounded: on. his! perſon, 
nat.on his prexoganyes or priyiledges which thou 
ſhalt get thereby, for it. we love him onely for. his 
Kingdome, , and: got for his perſan (as we:doe 
nar rae arr yy mk content: to; ſhifter 3emptarion! 

rſecution for bis {ake ) them be carts patfor! 
_ ove, hecauſe it is lelte lave, and: not. love af 
the Loyd Teſws Ghrift;, for then it 'iv were; thou 
wouldſt.re/peQ nothing elec; but him. 


Fcuthly, thy _ mult be a te IJ 
ready 10 :refurmec any inthee, | 
CA ns whewmher ir be: | 


{o. or no; _—_— va gyem three: markes 
or tokens | 
ES tap 


TT 
a womantt a>laverberh 

as. bechiobes itil plegfarhing| | 
beſt; es urs moſt content; eſpecially when 
mart 


ſelteacoard 
ſhee is ro iedutro him, thewtherw lh have | 


CE on garment that may (ct hor forth; \{oc. as) 
thoberter bang a6, har: Torxhow, it 
thouhdtpwof 


AG! 
cording to the deceiveable luſts of the fleſhzand: 
laſt —_ on themew —_— atrer7Gad Scre- 
ajed know! {nefie; and'truer hol. | 
neſle ;- ifthowbe tIrthe wedding gar- | 
F 3 ment \; 


pazrelly | 
will. atrua:haer\ 
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1 Cor.6.11. 


| and more, (ſo faith' the Apoſtle Saint: Paul) my 


| 1Snot any ſcanty or niggardly kinde of love that 


a ; | 
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, ment of Chriſt righteouſheſſe., and giveſt dili. 
| gence rhereunto, 16-makethy calling and election 
lure, then mayſtthoube ſure thouloveſt him ;and 
thathe accepts ot that thy lave from thee, 
Secondly, It will open and enlorge thy heart 
towards him, ſo as thou wilt dayly love him more 


heart is enlarged towards you s yee Corimtheans ; i 


hee will like of, but a full, free, and liberall one, 
ſothar if thou canſt nor be content to be at ſome 
coſt and chargesfor the maintenance of the Gol- 
Tags enjo r-of his Jove, thou loveſt 
im not, orat leaſt he regards not thy love who- | 
ſoever thou art. | 
Thirdly;/itcleanſeth thy heart, what is {aid of 
15 as true 5s that ——— wy 
in hi fes him[elfe as he i pare, of faith 
it puri 0 rw and ſo doth love; therefore 
ſaththe; Apoſtle againe, Te were thu and thus, 
but yee are waſhed, but yee are ſandiified, but yee are 
Jaftified, &c. ſe that if you. would not loſe your 
labsur, if you would have Chriſt accept of gow 
love, arid you would know that he doth ſo ; ſuffer 
not any ſluttiſhneſſe, agy finne and filths ro 
reſt in your hearts, but ſweepe and cleanſe them 
with the: becſome: of repentance, from all ſuch 


things. 
_ ſo hitherto ofthe neceſſity of your loving 
the Zord Teſas Chrift , rogether with the m 


canes, 
motives, and markes thereof, and in all theſc, the 
z equity 


—— 
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equity and juſtice of God, how worthy hee uw 18 bee 
accurſed that loves him not; now 
Secondly, followes the objeR of this our love, 


| which is (#he Lordl Teſws Chriſt) who may be con- 


ſidered three wayes. 


Pp Lond, 
| as being our 4 Saviour, 6 
* Nev, 
Firſt, as our Zord] to whem of duc, we doc 
owe our bye and obedience : now as he that 
runnes away from his earthly Lord is worthy to 
be forie ſo he that runnes away from the 
Lord Chriſt, and will abt love and ſerve-him, is 
molt worthy to be accurſed : but I have ſpoken of 
this ſufficic nely inthe former part of our rext, and 
therefore. becauſe I have beene fo large therein, 1 


| will now be more briefe in this, and therefore ſo 


much forthe firſt conſideration we muſt love him 
allo. 

Secondly, as onr Saviour, 'or Jeſus, and Re- 
deemer, who hath bought and choſen us unto 
himſclfe, « peculiar people, 2:4/0us #8 Lood workes; 
and therefore let us notdeterre.it', for now are 
the laſt times, the end of all things is at hand, 
| ſo.that if yee doe notlove him now, it will bee 
t00 late hereafter to doc it, if we would never {o 
faine, and its a fearcfull thing to fall into- the 
hands of the living God. 


{, Thirdly, beist Dn 7" 
ord, | 


1 Pt. 4.7 
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| 


before were utter cnemies-one to the other, ha- 


alſo called our peace, our 'Mediator, and Adyo- 
ad appointedtobe 2 Pcicft unto'us,, 20 recon- 


-rulcbverusanddibdue us, if fo bee wee will 
-nothee reconciled and come im uno him; there- 


| (and/ ri diverſe! other plyars elſewhere ) joy- 
ned tageathet, | :Agd fo Saint. Perey gives him 
twothelikentitles, ſaying chart he is a Prince, 
and a Saviourz:nat a Saviour oncly.,, but alſo 4 
| Prince tothemthatmould: not that hee fhou!d raigne 
over them, 
So that wee muſt-marke tins then', wee (doe 
bag preach Chriſt in:the'Gofpell a Saviour one- 
ly., -buta Pnace, .and « Lord .alſo:;; and they 
that- love him maſt be contentto take han :as 
beth ,-afwell 4: Lord and King , as a clus and 
{ Savibur ; as awite takes her: hosband ,; to thd- 
\nourandobeyhim aſwell as 'to love him, or 
have hira keepeand cheriſh-beo: in ſicknefſe and 
in health : and thus if wee-bee content to take 


have 


A —— 


Lerdyrhc lighirharſhobld romeimto the world, 

the high Prieſt otahe -new-(Coverinnt,: ordained | 
and confecratod'of 430d to offer {c.crifice tor us, | 
zyvona peace oficring\of-his\ precious body and | 
blood, to bee a reconciliation for usante the Fa- | 
ther , and to ſet usat one againe with him, who! 


fore theletworwards, 1borid;and teſws, arc here, 


>Chrft apon theft wonditions ,:then 'wee ſhall; 


ters of God, and hated of.him, therefore is he! 


cate, and the like : but yet he is not onely made | 


| 


 pcile vsiuntorhis Father z bur withall a King toogto)| 


| 


| 
| 
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| any more * much more griefe then is it, and 


| would befall him, hee would never pitty, nor 
prote(t hit,” © *-+ 

Burit may be, thou wilt fay, that” is:nothing 
neither, 

Is itnot ſo-f! is itnot a great griefe' for a man 
ro be confind to his bouſe , ſothat hee, muſt rie- | 
ver cometothe' Court ,"nor ſee the Kitgs face 


a farre rexer judgment 'muſt it bee for any 
noone Ti-to be excluded fron che preſence 
ofthe King'of Kings. "And however (for the} 
preſent) thou doſt not nov thirlte it ſo much, 
yet the time will come thou ſhalt finde it to bee 
one of.cthemoſt ſeatcfulleſt thi that Can bee ; 

when .theu-) ſhale *behold © 


and Zacob in the Kinedome of of God, and thou 
- ſelfe out ; ts have thy portion with the De- 

and his Angels ; ;-and therefore x etangr 
rpg #traid ro fly that the" aefir; 
ofiloſſe-is eater thon 2 E ment of 


"But thou” wilt-ſay / theſe are all ſpirituall 


things, wee feele Le: thele = and'(9 as) 
wee” have ans _—_— SR our 'oUrward 
man , our C our S name, 
= not 2: ſtraw - for theſe, Lrog neither 
feelenor fedretliem. * © | 


»»; | efrupe:ſo 1-butrrrvortin trd-man”; in 
your body ne yaud be carſed alſo , 
forthcearth ſhall not ye her” increaſe unto 


1"? rſcas ; | 


--Totisrhereforet anſw ; "Rt yi 1 Thalf not || 


———_— ———— 
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þ bur the Heavens ſhall 'bee as braffe, ani! 
the Earth 29 iron; thou ſhalt ſow, mbch-: and 
.reape lirtle 3 and. chow ſhalt bee a yaga 
 arunntagate upen the face.o the, earth all. chic 


Carne. k 
But thou wilt ſay = woe ſe $6 ſech 
| maneras] ſprake of, ou know. them that 
love bins 2%. litle as your, ſelves and yer they 
thrive and doe well enough, - yea better then 
many orher, that love him a great: deale bet- 
ter. 
To which I anſwer, it is true ,. it way bee ſo, 
may proſer a while , bur ſhall. be 


there ten years, 
nA a fare from ever comming 

end of thy torments. as 
to thou Fg 


theſe two places C_ Scribe, which es pa 
'1defire thee to looke and. reade with mee the 
| one is, where the wiſe man ſaith , rhe, chough 
«4 may live many dayes andrefoyce 1n then all,, yet 
\hee ſhall ade the dayes of- durkemeſſe, for 
are aud all that commeth s vanity * 


(they are many , 
he is; al bs delighes hall have an end, but 


Objee. 


Eecleſ, 17, 8. 
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\ his 


= bm Py ne of his wh 
ments, and the vaſt vile of bs juſtice ſhall be 
ne, ſtore , and tempeſt, 


h1 doe not re- 


ceive him now, © may - 
before bee bef© _— 
with mce, as that he 


erode anges| 
moo | 
not be hed. 


but that the time of this lifes the rimeo! grace, 8& 
offering of recontifiation, and- that ſo long as 
there is life, there is bope ; but yet I tell thee | 
 withall , that there is a time ſer downe and de. 
creedof God, beyond which thou ſhalt not re-- 
| ceive Chriſt ; for then it may be he hath ſworne 
in his wrath thou &c. he doth never rejeR , til} 
they rcje&t him ; and then when they will noe 
imbrace his offer but refufe him ,” it is juſt with« 
God to refuſe them ; { that afterwards though 
(apyenmar ner gn ar ym. ſhall not doe 
it ; thus whenthe Jewes bed once reieced and | 
retuſed his Sonne, then he left them ; and ſo'| 
| G 3 when * 


To which Fanſwer, indeede 1 cannor deny it, | Sol. 
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when the 7ſraelres refuſed the good land, then 
he refuſed them; and ſwore in his wrath that 
they ſhould never cc. X 
| And here,for a concluſion, let us note that the 
Goſpell bringeth a ſwifter and ſeverer curſe 
thenthe Law doth ; ſo that (as Saint Px! to the 
Hebrewes hath it) sf hee that deſpiſed Hoſes law 
died without mercy, wnder\two or three witneſſes , 
of how much ſoarer puniſhment ſhall hee be thought 
werthy that trampleth under feete £146, Whexe> 
fore as it is there alſo ſaid in "that Epiſtle ; 
Whilſt it & time , whilſt hee ſtands at the dere and 

knockes , unto him and receive him , even 

now whilſt its called to day , harden not your 
hearts as in the provocation , re. leaft 
hereafier he ſweare in his wrath gre. 
| And ſoto ſay nomore, confider 
what I have ſaid, andthe Lord 
give you underſtanding in - 
all things. Amen. 
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